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BY RYAN DAHLMAN — rdahlman@prairiepost.com

For some youngsters, pretending to do play by play of
their favourite sports, such as hockey is quite common
and for some even dreaming of doing it for a living
comes to mind.

Growing up in Brooks and with the sport-crazy County
of Newell, Harnarayan Singh not only did that, but he
has turned it into a career of historical proportions.

Singh is the host and play-by-play announcer for
Rogers Hockey Night in Canada in Punjabi. It’s an
amazing feeling to be the first in anything and for Singh
being the first hockey broadcaster of this magnitude for
those who speak Punjabi is something not lost on him.

“It’s an absolute honour to be a sort of pioneer for the
Punjabi community in broadcast media. I had always
wanted to be a part of Hockey Night in Canada ever
since I was a child, however I had no idea that my dream
would come true in another language,” explains Singh
who learned to speak Punjabi from his parents.

“I’m very grateful that the Punjabi community has
supported the show from Day 1. Without our viewers,
the show couldn’t have achieved as much success as it
has in what has spanned to be eight NHL seasons.”

The Mount Royal broadcast journalism graduate has
been doing broadcasts and working his way up. As they
say in the industry, he has been “paying his dues.”

He got a job working in radio at Q13 in Brooks. Then,
he went to Mount Royal and as part of a chosen group 
of eight from literally thousands of applicants, he got 
an opportunity to work on an internship in Toronto on
TSN’s marquee show Sportscentre. Singh was a reporter
for CBC from 2004-2012. He landed the new job of play-by-
play for the national telecasts and now his voice has been
heard across the country and is listened to by thousands
of people.

It’s widely accepted that hockey is well woven into the
Canadian culture and it also has helped those whose
native language is Punjabi.

“I do get a lot feedback and it’s quite fascinating to take
a look at what HNIC Punjabi is doing for the community
in Canada. First and foremost, I’d say, the show has 
made the community feel more Canadian and feel more
connected to the country’s culture,” says Singh.

“I’ve met countless people over the years, who have
told me that learning about hockey through our show
has made a tremendous difference for them at their
workplace. People tell me that colleagues at work would
always talk about hockey and in general, I think hockey
is a major ice-breaker topic in our country … but for
those who never became familiar with the game yet or
for new Canadians, there wasn’t a way for them to
connect with hockey until our show. ... Our viewership
has told us, the show allowed them to integrate better
into Canadian society.

“Another interesting piece of feedback I receive
regularly is that grandparents who have immigrated to
Canada from eastern Asia have had a very difficult time
finding common ground with their Canadian-born
grandkids. Remember, historically, Punjabis have lived
together with extended family and they continue to do 
so nowadays, especially with grandparents. On many
occasions, I’ve had grandparents tell me that children
born here have different likes and dislikes. There is such
a huge gap because of technology these days. There are
huge barriers that have created major blocks between
these generations. I’ve been told though, that because of
our show, the elders who have immigrated to Canada
have now learned the game of hockey. They’ve become
fans and what’s happened is that on Saturday nights,
three generations in a family sit together and watch

hockey in Punjabi. I distinctly remember one teary-eyed
grandmother who arrived at one of our meet-and-greet
events one season and she was wearing a Toronto 
Maple Leafs jersey overtop her traditional Punjabi suit.
She was emotional when telling me how much she
appreciated our show because having hockey in Punjabi
is what had created a bond between her and her
grandchildren.”

Singh lived in Brooks from 1984-2002, before he moved
on. His parents taught and were long-time residents of
Canada having moved to this country in the 1960s,
leaving their parents behind. Singh’s great grandfather
came to Canada in 1907 and was one of the first 100 Sikhs
to come to initially immigrate to Canada.

Singh has loved hockey for as long as he can remember.
He played a lot of ball hockey and not as much ice
hockey. However, most of his friends he had were people
he talked hockey with and generally helped the amiable
young lad fit in like any youngster.

Calling himself the ultimate fan he collected a lot of
memorabilia and followed the sport religiously. His
father, an academic who held seven degrees including a
PHD, used to ask him what he was going to do with a lot
of that hockey information he was “filling his head
with” — the world found out.

“What hockey actually did for me was become an ice-
breaker between my classmates and I,” says Singh. “If I
look back at my class pictures from elementary school,
I’m wearing hockey jerseys in them. Being the only
visible minority in the town, I found classmates forgot
that I wore a turban and looked different when I talked
about hockey. It allowed me to fit in seamlessly into a
town that was in what outsiders call ‘redneck southern
Alberta’. I find that observation rather humorous as
I grew up calling myself a redneck.Southern Albertans
are very warm and welcoming people.

“I think I learned a lot about the world and Brooks
prepared me well for other stages in my life. Having my
parents be teachers in the town since the 1960s also
helped because they had already established themselves
as members of the community and most issues of
racism and discrimination had dissipated by the time 
I came around.”

Singh knew from an early age he wanted to be on
Hockey Night in Canada and he used to study Ron
Maclean and Bob Cole. He says his family tells him 
he used to emulate the commentators who were on
Saturday and urged him to lower his voice so they could
hear the game.

Singh has found his own voice and style and says 
what people hear is his vibrant personality shining
through. He says it’s been a work in progress and his
style is always improving and evolving.

“With the commentary being in Punjabi, we were
creating new words or phrases that could be used to
describe plays or penalties within the game, so I really
think the commentary has gotten a lot better since we
first began,” he says. “There’s more fluidity to my
commentary now and it’s just overall much more
smooth than before. I thoroughly enjoy being the voice 
of the play so I’d take play by play over being an analyst.
There’s nothing better than being able to call an

overtime game winning goal in the Stanley Cup
Playoffs.”

He also has done some analysis of the Sochi Winter
Olympics, did some broadcast work for the 2012 London
Summer Olympics and currently writes articles about
the NHL, does podcasts and other electronic media such
as Facebook and Twitter.

It’s been quite a ride for Singh and he feels fortunate to
be where he is. When asked how he would rate some of
the pinnacles in his career he said to get the initial job
helped set the table for the rest.

“Being selected to be a part of the Hockey Night in
Canada family, and being able to continue on the show
for what is now my eighth season, is definitely the
highlight of my career so far,” he states. “I had many
people tell me that this wouldn’t be possible. Not just
because of the fact that I’m a visible minority, but also
just due to the sheer competitiveness of the industry …
and Hockey Night in Canada is the cream of the crop.

“Having the show continued on by Rogers was
something that I feel just made complete sense given
how successful the show had been on CBC. I am grateful
they felt it was worthwhile and it is going to likely grow
to bigger and better heights with the help of not only
Rogers (OMNI), but Chevrolet, who has come on board 
to sponsor the show for the fourth consecutive season.
This is the first year we’re in HD and we have a brand
new set to work on. The production quality has
increased extensively.”

Plus now, the Calgary Flames are the first NHL team 
to have sponsor a weekly  show in Punjab which Singh 
is also hosting. He says this is just more proof how
progressive and welcoming the team and Alberta is for 
a growing and diverse fanbase.

Singh is grateful to his parents for helping him with
Punjab and never takes his job for granted. He says from
his graduating class there are only a few still in the
industry.

While through some breaks, which every person needs
to succeed, but mostly through hard work, dedication to
his craft and his obvious talent, Singh is still striving to
be better and still has some unfilled goals.

“The goal was always to be a part of Hockey Night in
Canada but I had no idea my opportunity would come 
in a language other than English. While the Punjabi
version of the show is vitally important to the
community, I would still love to someday merge onto 
the English side,” Singh explains.

“I think Canada is the only country in the world where
a person like myself could even think of having this type
of an opportunity. It would also be beneficial in breaking
down more barriers but not only that, I’m confident that
with the experience I’ve gained in the industry and with
the hockey knowledge in hand, I would fit right in with
everyone.

“There have been many times in the midst of calling a
game, where I’ve looked over to my analyst and said, ‘can
you believe we’re doing this? ‘And that’s simply because
not only is it a lot of fun, but there’s a rush of doing live
TV and being the voice of hockey, which is such a huge
part of Canadian culture. It really is an amazing feeling
to be doing this — something I’d always wanted to do.”

Singh living the dream of many young people

At his wedding reception Harnarayan Singh and his new wife
enjoyed a unique wedding cake. She is also a hockey fan.

Photos contributed

At left, the future foretold, a young Harnarayan Singh poses with a microphone toy kit his family bought him since he was so
eager to broadcast hockey games. At right, today, Singh is the voice of Canadian hockey in Punjabi. He is a trailblazer in sports
broadcasting and commentary.
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